CHAPTER VII
AMERICA COMES IN
I EEDLESS to say, our declaration of war was the great-
est single piece of news that could come over the cables at
that time, France went wild. Paris newspapers, even the
most conservative, got out their largest type*
President Wilson's war message to Congress was published
in extenso over the largest headlines Paris had ever seen.
Le Matin said, "President Wilson's message has changed the
face of the war." ''America enters the struggle to defend the
rights of humanity," headlined Le Petit Parisian, displaying
a large American flag on its front page, Le Journal published a
sketch showing an American gladiator struggling with a
German tiger, (This same newspaper ten years later printed
a cartoon of an American Samson sic tearing a Frenchman
to pieces,)
I am one of those who believed that the Allies were fighting
a losing battle about the time the United States stepped into
the war. The struggle at Verdun alone had struck at almost
every French family in dead or wounded. One correspondent
returned to New York to write a series of articles showing
that France was "bled white," The Allied censorship kept
these articles from returning to Europe, but their purport was
common talk.
Premier Alexandra Ribot came near to disclosing what
had been in the heart of official France for a long time when
he made a speech in the Chamber of Deputies immediately
following America's declaration of war.
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